This study determined whether hippocampal kainate (KA) receptor mRNA levels were increased or decreased in temporal lobe epilepsy patients compared with nonseizure autopsies. Hippocampal sclerosis (HS; n ‫؍‬ 17), nonsclerosis (non-HS; n ‫؍‬ 11), and autopsy hippocampi (n ‫؍‬ 9) were studied for KA1-2 and GluR5-7 mRNA levels using semiquantitative in situ hybridization techniques, along with neuron densities. Compared with autopsy hippocampi, HS and non-HS cases showed decreased GluR5 and GluR6 hybridization densities per CA2 and/or CA3 pyramid. Furthermore, HS patients demonstrated increased KA2 and GluR5 hybridization densities per granule cell compared with autopsy hippocampi. These findings indicate that chronic temporal lobe seizures were associated with differential changes in hippocampal KA1-2 and GluR5-7 hybridization densities that vary by subfield and pathology group. In temporal lobe epilepsy patients, these results support the hypothesis that pyramidal cell GluR5 and GluR6 mRNA levels are decreased as a consequence of seizures, and in HS patients granule cell KA2 and GluR5 mRNA levels are increased in association with aberrant fascia dentata mossy fiber sprouting and/or hippocampal neuronal loss. 1998 Academic Press
INTRODUCTION
In the central nervous system, interneuronal communication involves glutamate-mediated synaptic transmission. Glutamate evokes many cellular responses, and this variability may be explained, in part, by multiple types of excitatory postsynaptic receptors (Hollmann and Heinemann, 1994) . Glutamate receptors are classified into metabotropic (G-protein) and ionotropic (ion-selective channels) types. The ionotropic receptors are further subclassified, based on their preferred agonists, into N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA), 12 alpha-amino-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-4-isoxazole propionate (AMPA), and kainate (KA) receptors (Sommer and Seeburg, 1992) . Each glutamate receptor subtype is composed of multiple subunit proteins. Cloning studies have identified the subunit genes,
